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‘Hacker’s Delight’
McKenzie Wark
A remix of A Hacker Manifesto by Paul Mathias

A hacker history knows only the present tense.

Every production is a hack formalised and repeatedon the basis of its
representatioras property. To produceis to repeat;to hack, to differentiate.If
productionis the hack capturedby propertyand repeatedthe hackis production
produced as something other than itself.

A hacktouchesthe virtual; and transformsthe actual. OToqualify asa hack, the
feat must be imbuedwith innovation, style and technicalvirtuosity.® The terms
hackingand hackeremergein this sensen electricalengineeringand computing.
As thesehavebeenleadingareasof creativeproductionin a vectoralworld, it is
fitting thatthesenamescometo representa broaderactivity. The hackingof new
vectorsof information haveindeedbeenthe turning point in the emergencef a
broader awareness of the creative production of abstraction.

All classedearthis relentlessabstration of the world, on which their fortunesyet

depend All classeshut one:the hackerclass.We are the hackersof abstraction.
We producenew concepts new perceptionsnew sensationshackedout of raw

data.Whatevercodewe hack,be it programminglanguage poeticlanguagemath
or music, curvesor colourings,we arethe abstracter®f new worlds. Whetherwe

come to representourselvesas researcheror authors, artists or biologists,
chemistsor musicians philosophersor programmerseachof thesesubjectivitiesis

but a fragment of a class still becoming, bit by bit, aware of itself as such.

Hackerscreatethe possibility of new things enteringthe world. Not alwaysgreat
things, or evengoodthings, but new things.In art, in science,n philosophyand
culture, in any production of knowledgewhere data can be gathered,where
information can be extractedfrom it, and where in that information new
possibilitiesfor the world produced thereare hackershackingthe new out of the
old. Hackerscreatethesenew worlds, yet we do not possesshem. That which we
createis mortgagedto others, and to the interestsof others,to statesand
corporationsvho monopolisethe meansfor makingworlds we alonediscover.We
do not own what we produce -- it owns us.

To hackis to expressknowledgein any of its forms. Hackerknowledgeimplies, in
its practice,a politics of free information, free learning,the gift of the resultin a
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peer-to-peenetwork.Hackerknowledgealsoimplies an ethicsof knowledgeopen
to the desiresof the productiveclassesandfree from subordinatiorto commodity
production.Hackerknowledgeis knowledgethat expressesghe virtuality of nature,
by transformingit, fully awareof the bountyanddanger Whenknowledgeis freed
from scarcity,the free productionof knowledgebecomesghe knowledgeof free
producers.

058. The hackexpresse&nowledgein its virtuality, by producingnew abstractionshat
do not necessaril¥fit the disciplinaryregimethatis managingand commaodifying
education.Knowledgeat its most abstractand productivemay be rare, but this
rarity hasnothingto do with the scarcityimposeduponit by the commodification
and hierarchy of education.The rarity of knowledge expresseghe elusive
multiplicity of natureitself, which refusesto be disciplined.Natureunfoldsin its
own time.

225. Evenuselesshacksmay come,perverselyenough,to be valuedfor the purity of
their uselessnes3.hereis nothingthat can'tbe valuedasa representationThereis
nothing that can't be critiqued, and thereby valued anyway, by virtue of the
attentionpaid to its properties.The hackis driveninto history by its condition of
existence -- expression -- that calls for the renewal of difference.

008. Abstractionmay be discoveredor produced,may be materialor immaterial, but
abstractions what every hack producesand affirms. To abstractis to constructa
planeuponwhich otherwisedifferent and unrelatedmattersmay be broughtinto
many possiblerelations.To abstractis to expresghe virtuality of nature,to make
known someinstanceof its manifold possibilities,to actualisea relation out of
infinite relationality, to manifest the manifold.

046. Through the developmentof abstraction,freedom may yet be wrestedfrom
necessity.The vectoralistclass,like its predecessorgseeksto shackleabstraction
to the productionof scarcityandmargin,not abundancendliberty. The formation
of the hackerclassas a classcomesat just this momentwhen freedomfrom
necessityandfrom classdominationappearsn the horizonasa possibility. Negri:
"What is this world of political, ideologicaland productivecrisis, this world of
sublimationand uncontrollablecirculation? What is it, then, if not an epoch-
makingleapbeyondeverythinghumanityhashithertoexperienced?.1t constitutes
simultaneouslythe ruin andthe new potentialof all meaning." All thatit takesis
the hackingof the hackerclassasa class,a classcapableof hackingpropertyitself,
which is the fetter upon all productive means and on the productivity of meaning.

010. Out of the abstractionof naturecomesits productivity, and the productionof a
surplusover and abovethe necessitie®f survival. Out of this expandingsurplus
over necessitycomesan expandingcapacityto hack, againand again,producing
further abstractionsfurther productivity, further releasefrom necessity-- at least
in potential.But in actualitythe hackingof nature,the productionof surplus,does
not makeus free. Again and again,a ruling classarisesthat controlsthe surplus
over bare necessityand enforcesnew necessitieon those peopleswho produce
this very means of escaping necessity.

296. The abstractionof the objective and subjectiveworlds into information freely
circulating via the vector opensup the virtuality of desireand its potential
liberation from commaodification.Information is ‘non+ivalrous' -- it knows no
natural scarcity. Unlike the objectified products of land and capital, one's
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consumptionof information neednot depriveanotherof it. Surplusappearsn its
absoluteform. The strugglebecomesone betweenthe hacking of the vectorto
openit towardthe virtual andthe commodificationof informationasscarcityand
mererepresentationThe possibility of an overcomingof subjectivity restson this
infrastructuralstruggle. The meansof productionof desire-- the vectorsalong
which canflow animmaterialsurplusof information,is the first andlast point at
which the struggleto free subjectivityis to be waged.Any particularimageof the
subjectin revolt canbe turnedinto the imageof an objectto desire,but the vector
itself is anothermatter. The liberationof the vectoris the oneabsoluteprohibition
of the vectoral world, and the point at which to challenge it.

Information,whenit is truly free, is free not for the purposeof representinghe

world perfectly,but for expressingts differencefrom whatis, andfor expressing
the cooperativeforce that transformswhatis into what may be. The sign of a free

world is not the liberty to consumeinformation, or to produceit, nor evento

implementits potentialin private worlds of one'schoosing.The sign of a free

world is the liberty for the collective transformationof the world through
abstractions freely chosen and freely actualised.

Informationis immaterial,but neverexistswithout a materialsupport.Information
may be transferredfrom one material support to other, but cannot be
dematerialisedb other than in the more occult of vectoralist ideologies.
Information emergesas a conceptwhen it achievesan abstractrelation to
materiality. This abstractingof information from any particular materialsupport
createsthe very possibility of a vectoralsociety,and producesthe new terrain of
class conflict b the conflict between the vectoralist and hacker classes.

Information expresseshe potentialof potential. When unfettered,t releaseghe
latent capacitiesof all things and people,objectsand subjects.Informationis the
planeuponwhich objectsand subjectscomeinto existenceassuch.lt is the plane
upon which the potentialfor the existenceof new objectsand subjectsmay be
posited. It is where virtuality comes to the surface.

Productionburstsfree from the fettersof property,from its local and contingent
representationsf right andappropriation and eventuallygivesrise to an abstract
and universalizing form of property, private property. Private property
encompassekand, capital, and eventuallyinformation, bringing eachunder its

abstractform andmakingof eacha commaodity.It cutsland from the continuumof

natureandmakesof it athing. It cutsthe productsmadeout of natureinto objects
to be boughtand sold and makesof them things also. Finally, private property
makesof information, that immaterial potential, a thing. And out of this triple

objectificationproperty producesamongotherthings, its objectified and lifeless
brand of history.

Information, like land or capital, becomesa form of propertymonopolisedby a
class,a classof vectoralists,so namedbecausehey control the vectorsalong
which informationis abstractedjust as capitalistscontrol the materialmeanswith

which goodsare produced and pastoralistghe land with which food is produced.
This information, once the collective property of the productive classes-- the
working and farming classesconsideredogether-- becomeshe propertyof yet
another appropriating class.

The vectoral class may commodify information stocks or flows as well as
communicationvectors. A stock of information is an archive, a body of

/0



318.

284.

319.

329.

373.

321.

information maintainedthrough time that has enduring value. A flow of
informationis the capacityto extractinformationof temporaryvalue out of events
andto distributeit widely and quickly. A vectoris the meansof achievingeither
the temporal distribution of a stock, or the spatial distribution of a flow of
information. Vectoral power as a class power arisesfrom the ownershipand
control of all three aspects.

Onceinformationhasbecomethe objectof a regimeof property,a vectoralclass
emergesvho extracttheir marginfrom the ownershipof information. This class
competesamongitself for the mostlucrative waysto commodifyinformationasa

resource.With the commodificationof information comesits vectoralisation.
Extracting a surplus from information requires technologiescapable of

transportinginformation through space,but also through time. The storageof

information may be as valuableas its transmissionand the archiveis a vector
throughtime just as communicationis a vector that crossesspace.The whole
potential of space and time becomes the object of the vectoral class.

Capitalmerelyclaimsthe body of the worker for the durationof the working day.
Thevectoralistclassfound the meango asserta claim to everyaspecbf being,via
its powerto designateany partof thatbeingasa resourceThe struggleto limit the
working day, while salutaryas a meansof freeing the body from commaodity
labour, no longer freesthe worker from the commodity,but merely releaseghe
subjectas producerfor the evenmore burdensomeask of being the subjectas
consumer.

The vectoral class comesinto its own once it is in possessiorof powerful
technologiesfor vectoralising information. Information becomessomething
separatefrom the material conditions of its productionand circulation. It is
extractedfrom particular localities, cultures, forms, and distributed in ever
wideningcircles,underthe sign of property.The abstractionof informationfrom
the world becomes, in turn, the means of abstracting the world from itself.

The vectoralclassascendo the illusion of aninstantaneousnd global plane of
calculationand control. But asthe productiveclassesf the world cometo know
only too well, it is not the vectoralistclassthat really holds subjectivepowerover
the objectiveworld. The vectoritself usurpsthe commandingole, becomingthe
sole repository of will toward a world that can be apprehendednly in its
commodified form. This emerging global plane is at once totalising and
emphatically partial. A totality emerges under the sign of a mere aspect.

The vector transformslocal representationsnto footloose global competitors,
sometimeseven bringing them into violent confrontationas it breachestheir
seeminglynaturalrelationto place.But the vectoralsoopensa virtual domainfor
the productionof qualitatively new kinds of difference.Thesedifferencestoo may
be caughtup in the war of representationand the policing of information's
domainsof meaningand mattering.But the vector may also be the planeupon
which a free expressiorof differencemay affirm andrenewitself. Heterogeneity
flourishesalongsidethe imposition of uniform global commodityforms, asa new
multiplicity hacked out of the vectoral.

The vector not only abstractsinformation from the particular conditionsof its
production,it abstractseveryotherrelationwith which it comesinto contact.The
expansiorof the reachof markets statesarmies,cultures,from local to nationalto
supranationaforms, is conditionedby the developmenbf the vectorsalongwhich
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information travelsto threadthem together.The vector traversesany envelope,
expanding it, exploding it, or provoking it to lick and seal itself tight.

The vectoral spread of commodified information produces both the
commodificationof things and the commodificationof desire.This heightens
awarenessof a global exploitation that benefits the ruling classesof the
overdevelopedvorld, but it doesso by representingnjustice only as material
inequality. The producing classesof the overdevelopedand underdeveloped
worlds cometo measurethemselvesagainstrepresentationsf eachother. One
despiseghe otherfor whatit hasb anditself for whatit lacks. One despiseghe
other for what it wants B and itself what it has to lose.

Under the control of the vectoral class, the vector proceedsby means of
objectification, and producesa correspondingsubjectivity. Just as the object
becomesan abstractvalue, so too doesthe subject.A vectoralsubjectivityarises
which is not the universalenlightenedsubjectlong dreamtof in the overdeveloped
world. Vectoral subjectivityis abstractput not universal.lt acquirests specificity
astheinternalisingof the differentiationof valuesthatappearn the abstractplane
of the vector. This subjectivityis as partial asvectoralobjectivity -- the difference
beingthat an objectdoesnot know it hasbeenappropriatedas a resourceby the
vector,while a subjectdoes.The subjectexperiencests partiality aslossor lack,
which it may seekto fulfil throughthe very samefield of values-- thefield of the
vector-- asproduceghelackin thefirst place.Or, it may hackthe vector,opening
it to the production of qualities excluded from the dominant form of
communication under class rule.

The abstractsubject developsincrementally, but developsapacewith the
objectificationof theworld. The history of the productionof the world asathing is
at the sametime the history of the productionof the subject,which is to say,the
production of the self as a thing that produces itself and its world as things.

The subjectis nothingbut the ghostlyresidueof separationppeningthe possibility
of appropriatingfrom the self the objective existenceit laboursto create,and
presentingthe subjectwith the objective world as somethingthat it lacks. The
subjectcomesto feel its existenceonly throughits lack of the object,a lack never
guite satisfiedby any particularobject, mademoreandmoreawareof its own lack
and its own abstraction.

In the ageof telesthesiathe vectorcaptureshe body andmind andindeedsoul of
the dispossesseds neverbefore.lt comescloserto dispossessioperfectedthan
any other form of property. The subject at work becomesproducer of
commodities,and outsideof work, is setto work againrecognisingthe worth of
what the commaodity represents, as its consumer.

Once the vector reachesthe point of the developmentof telesthesia-- the
perceptionat a distanceof the telegraph,telephone,television -- it effectsa
separatiorof the flow of communicatiorfrom the flow of objectandsubjectsand
thusproduceghe appearancef informationasa world apart.Information-- in the
commodifiedform of communication--becomeshe governingmetaphorfor the
world preciselybecausat dominatest in actuality. Third natureemergesasdid

secondnature, out of the representationof nature as property. Seized as
information, not merely as physicalresource the geneticmakeupof the whole

biospherecan becomeproperty, be it as public or private property. This may
indeedbe the last frontier in the struggleto appropriatethe world asa resource.
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This appropriationis no lessfalseandpartialthanits predecessorst is anillusory
reality that conforms to the real illusion of property in our time.

One thing unites pastoralists capitalistsand vectoralists-- the sanctity of the
property form on which class power depends.Each dependson forms of
abstractiorthat they may buy and own but do not produce.Eachcomesto depend
on the hackerclass,which finds new ways of making nature productive,which
discoversnew patternsin the datathrown off by natureand secondnature,which
producenew abstractionghroughwhich naturemay be madeto yield more of a
second nature -- perhaps even a 'third nature'.

The reign of the vectoris onein which any andeverything canbe apprehendeds
a commodity.Everythingthat appearss somethingdistinct, somethingof value,
andwhich may be transformedat will into any otherthing, which may be brought
togethermwith any otherthing of valuein the creationof a newvalue. The reign of
the vector is the reign of value.

The apologistsfor the vectoralinterestwant to limit the semanticproductivity of

theterm'hackerto a merecriminality, preciselybecauseheyfearits moreabstract
and multiple potential-- its classpotential. Everywhereone hearsrumoursof the

hackeras the new form of juvenile delinquent,or nihilist vandal,or servantof

organisedcrime. Or, the hackeris presentedas a mere harmlesssubculture,an

obsessivegaragepursuit with its restrictive styles of appearanceind codesof

conduct.Everywherethe desireto openthe virtuality of information,to sharedata
asa gift, to appropriatethe vector for expressiorbecomeshe objectof a moral

panic,an excusefor surveillance andthe restrictionof technicalknowledgeto the

OpropeauthoritiesCrhis is not the first time thatthe productiveclasseshavefaced
this ideologicalblackmail. The hackernow appeardn the official organsof the

ruling order alongsideits earlier archetypesthe organisedworker, the revolting

peasant . The hacker is in excellent company.

The critique of representatioralways maintainsan artificial scarcity of 'true’
interpretation.Or, what is no better,it maintainsan artificial scarcity of 'true'
interpreters,ownersof the method,who are licensedby the zero sum game of
critique and countercritique to peddle,if not true representationghenat leastthe
true methodfor deconstructindalse ones."Theoristsbeginasauthorsandendup
as authorities.™ This fits perfectly with the domination of educationby the
vectoral class,which seeksscarcity and prestigefrom this branchof cultural
production,a premium productfor the most sensitivesubjects.Critical theory
becomes hypocritical theory.

Hackersmust calculatetheir interestsnot as owners,but as producersfor this is

what distinguishesghem from the vectoralistclass.Hackersdo not merely own,

and profit by owning information. They produce new information, and as

producersneedaccesdo it free from the absolutedominationof the commodity
form. If what definesthe activity of hackingis thatit is a free productivity, an

expressiorof the virtuality of nature thenits subjectionto private propertyandthe

commodityform is a fetter uponit. OWherthe meaningof a string of characters
can be boughtand locked into place this is the thermodynamicsf language
reduced to a single cryogenic chamber.O

160b.The representatiorand repetition of the singularhack as a typical form of production

takesplacevia its appropriationby and as property.The recuperatiorof the hack
for productiontakesthe form of its representatiorio and within the social as
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property.But the hack,in andof itself, is alwaysdistinctfrom its appropriatiorfor
commodity production.Productiontakesplace on the basisof a prior hack that
gives to production its formal, social, repeatable and reproducible form.

Hackingis the productionof production.The hackproducesa productionof a new
kind, which hasasits resulta singularand unique product,and a singularand
uniqueproducer.Every hackeris at oneandthe sametime producerand productof
the hack, and emerges as a singularity that is the memory of the hack as process.

The hackas pure hack, as pure productionof production,expressessa singular
instancethe multiplicity of the natureout of which andwithin which it movesas
an event. Out of the singular event of the hack comesthe possibility of its
representationand out of its representatiomomesthe possibility of its repetition
as production and its production as repetition.

The coming into being of vectorsalong which information flows freely, if not

universally,aroundthe world appeargo usherin a new regimeof scarcityeven

more total than that of the reign of capital before it. Everywhereare signs

presentedas the commodifedanswerto desire;everywherethere are subjects
impugnedinto thinking of themselvesasnegatedy the signsthey do not possess.
Sometimesthis provokesa reactive hardeningof the subject. This producesa

bunkeringwithin the envelopeof sometradition or otherthat appeargo predate
the vectoralworld, evenif, paradoxicallyenough,the vectoralis now the only

meansby which the traditional reproducestself, as a representatiomf tradition.

Sometimesthis hardeningand bunkeringin tradition producesa violence that

strikesout, if nonetoo clearly,at whatit takesto betheimagesof a vectoralpower

this false tradition would resist. The vector producesits own vectoralreaction,
with the paradoxicaleffect of acceleratinghe vectoralitself. We no longerhave

roots we have aerials. We no longer have origins we have terminals.

The greatchallengeto the hackerclassis not just to createthe abstractionshy
which the vector may develop,but the forms of collective expressiorthat may
overcomethe limits not just of commodification,but of objectificationin general,
of which commodificationis just the mostperniciousand one-sideddevelopment.
But the hackerclasscannotchangethe world on its own. It canoffer itself out for
hire to the vectoralistclassfor the maintenancef the reign of the commodity;or it
canexpresdtself asa gift to the producingclassespushingabstractiorbeyondthe
boundsof the commodityform. The hackerclassvirtualises,the producingclasses
actualise.

Commodityproductionis in transitionfrom the dominationof capital as property
to the dominationof information as property. The theory of the transitionto a
world beyondcommodity productionhasyet to makethis sametransition. This
body of theory hasbeenthroughtwo phaseswhich correspondo two kinds of
error.In thefirst phasewhentheorywasin the handsof the worker'smovementit
fetishizedthe infrastructure,or economyof the social formation. In the second
phase,whentheory wasin the handsof the academicradicals,it fetishizedthe
superstructure®f culture and ideology. Theory of the first kind reducesthe
superstructurdgo being a reflection of the economy;theory of the secondkind
awardsthe superstructure relative autonomy.Neither graspsthe fundamental
changesn commodity productionthat renderobsoletethis understandingf the
socialformationor the newkinds of classstrugglenow emergingunderthe sign of
the dominationof information as property.Propertyis a conceptthat occupiesa
liminal, undecidableplace betweeneconomyand culture. Our task today is to
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graspthe historical developmenbf commodity productionfrom the point of view
of property,fulcrum on which not only infrastructureand superstructur&inge,but
also the class struggle.

SinceitOsvery emergencen computingcircles, the hackerOethic®as comeup
againstthe forces of commaodifiededucationand communication.As Himanen
writes, hackers,who "want to realisetheir passions" present"a generalsocial
challenge" but therealisationof the value of this challeng€'will taketime, like all

greatcultural changes™ And morethantime, for it is morethana cultural change.
It will take struggle,for what the hackercalls into beingin the world is a new
world and a new being. Freeingthe conceptof the hackerfrom its particulars,
understanding it abstractly, is the first step in this struggle.

Politics canbecomeexpressiveonly whenit is a politics of freeingthe virtuality of
information. In liberating informationfrom its objectificationasa commodity, it
liberatesalso the subjectiveforce of expressionSubjectand object meeteach
otheroutsideof their merelack of eachother,by their desiremerelyfor eachother,
by desireas managedoy the statein the interestsof maintainingthe commaodity
form of scarcity.

Information wants to be free but is everywhere in chains.
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NOTES

" Levy, StevenHackers: Heroes of the Computer Revolution. New York: Penguin, 1994, p23. This is the
classic journalistic account of the hacker as computer engineer, and the struggles of hackers to
maintain the virtual space for the hack against the forces of commodified technology and
education -- and the looming behemoth of the military entertainment complex. A study of these
exemplary stories quickly gives the lie to the canard that only by making information property
can OincentivesO be introduced that will advance the development of new concepts and new
technologies. The hackers at work in LevyOs book produce extraordinary work out of desires
shaped almost exclusively by the gift economy. The autonomous, self-generating circuits of
prestige of the gift economy produce self-generating circuits of extraordinary innovation.

" Negri, Antonio.The Politics of Subversion: A Manifesto for the Twenty-First Century. Cambridge:
Polity, 1989, p203. NegriOs is a living Marxism, but one that seeks to graft the new onto the old
corpus at the wrong junctures. It is less useful to repurpose MarxOs writings on immaterial
labour and real subsumption than to revisit the central question of property, and reimagine the
class relation in terms of the historical development of the property form. Negri, who had so
much to say about the recomposition of the working class in the overdeveloped world, and how
the energies of the productive classes drive the commodity economy from below, does not
quite find a new language adequate to the historical moment, when labour is pushed to the
periphery and an entirely new class formation arises in the overdeveloped world.

"'Home, StewartVeoism, Plagiarism and Praxis. Edinburgh: AK Press, 1995, p21. Laced with a fierce
but joyful humour, HomeQOs provocations form a bridge between the attempts, running from
Dada and the Surrealists to Fluxus and the Situationist International, to free creation from
subjective authorship and objective property, and the more contemporary concern of aesthetics
to disavow originality and the formal and detached status of the artwork that stem, perhaps,
from Conceptual Art.

v Himanen, Pekkalhe Hacker Ethic and the Sprit of the Information Age. New York: Random House,
2001, p7, p18, p13. K Hacker Ethic seeks to resurrect the spirit of Max Weber, then
Hacker Manifesto offers a crypto-Marxist response. HimanenOs excellent work has much to say
on hacker time and its antithesis to commodified time, and yet Himanen still seeks to reconcile
the hacker with the vectoral class. He wilfully confuses the hacker with the OentrepreneurQ. The
hacker produces the new; the entrepreneur merely discovers its price. In the vectoral economy,
where much of what is on offer has no use value whatsoever, and exchange value is a mere
speculative possibility, the entrepreneur is a heroic figure when and if he or she can invent new
necessities ex nihil. Here the Oinvisible handO is a poker playerOs bluff. The entrepreneur merely
reiterates unnecessary necessity; the hacker expresses the virtual. The confusion of one with
the other is an ideological slight of hand meant to lend some glamour to the dismal
necromancy of vectoral power.

' Cesnotesde I0Zditiororiginale, traduitesdanslOZditiorfran-aise CriticalsecretnOonpas ZtZreprises
dans le C!mix!E proposZ par la reRue Descartes.
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